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 Local MP, Elizabeth Truss, officially declared the refurbished Three Holes Village Hall 

open at a special ceremony on Saturday. The hall has been closed since April following a theft 

and arson attack and thousands of pounds have been spent on bringing it up to the required 

standard. It now boasts many new facilities including a new kitchen, bar, flooring, ceiling and 

updated lighting.                                                                                                                                   

 A celebration cake was cut and a balloon release signified the re-opening. Committee 

secretary Rita Cuss, who celebrated her 80th birthday that week, said it went very well. The 

committee were pleased to see people who have used the hall in the past come back to mark 

the re-opening. An exhibition of photographs featuring all manner of past events and 

celebrations at the old hall was held and Rita said this provoked a lot of interest. òPeople were 

very pleased with the new hall and the way it looks,ó said Rita, adding the building has a Wi-Fi 

connection which they hope will attract businesses to use the hall for meetings and conferences                                        

 An appeal has been launched for help to repay a £17,000 loan needed to bring the 

damaged hall up to the standard required by insurers and £400 was raised towards this. The 

celebrations ended with an evening dance at the hall with entertainment by Rick Hallam. 

Å Anyone interested in booking the hall for an event should contact Eddie or Carol Manning on 

01945-773961. 
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Dear All, 

 
Welcome to the renamed magazine!  

Numbers of people have pointed out 

that ônewsletterõ was an inappropriate 

title for a publication that covers 

much more than just news, hence the 

decision to change it.  Many thanks to 

those who have contributed to the 

winter edition and I hope you will 

enjoy reading it. 
     We do have some major news 

this issue, with the reopening of 

Three Holes Village Hall and I would 

like to add congratulations on behalf 

of everyone to the Village Hall 

Committee in getting the repairs 

carried out and being back in business 

so quickly. 
     The Parish Council received two 

applications to replace Vivienne 

Spikings as a member and choosing 

only one was a very difficult decision 

to make, since they both have so 

much to offer the community.  We 

welcome Bill Pugh as a  Councillor 

and look forward to him becoming a 

part of the team. 
     Another newsworthy matter is 

the first stage of the Site Specific 

Allocation consultation for the Local 

Development Framework.  In spite of 

very short notice a Public Meeting 

held by the Borough Council Planning 

Department was extremely busy and 

the Par ish Counci l  held an 

extraordinary meeting to discuss our 

 

response.  The  Press Release is to be 

found on page 9. A point to 

emphasise is that this is only the 

FIRST stage of this consultation.  

There will be a second next year, 

when all the submissions have been 

considered. 
     Otherwise, Dave Short is making 

good progress preparing the 

Emergency Plan and a first draft will 

have been completed by the end of 

November.  Daveõs experience, based 

on his career with the R.A.F and 

subsequently gives him unique 

qualifications to work on this project 

and I am extremely grateful to him 

for having undertaken this very time 

consuming but essential project . 
     Progress is also being made 

towards the Queenõs Diamond 

Jubilee celebrations next June and 

permission to close the A1101 for a 

carnival procession from Upwell to 

Outwell on Bank Holiday Monday has 

been sought.  The theme will be the 

Six Decades, and will either be a 

procession of floats on the main road 

or a procession of everything else we 

can think of on Small Lode!  So if you 

belong to an organisation that would 

like to take part, please get in touch. 
     More has come to light on the 

subject of the history of the War 

Memorial in the shape of a letter 

from Mr Keith Bradley who writes 

about the stonemasons.  I thank him 

for taking the trouble to respond to 

my request in the last edition. 
     Finally on behalf of the 

Parish Council may I offer you 

all our very best wishes for a 

Happy Christmas and a Happy 

and Healthy New Year. 

 

With regards, 

Prue Lester 
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Running beside Small Lode from 

Lode Farm to Pingle corner there is 

a track that is open along its length 

for riders and walkers that makes a 

good and safe alternative route since 

Small Lode is quite narrow in places. 
     It is an ôunadopted county roadõ 

and its use is quite legitimate but it is 

not suitable for vehicles.  The Parish 

Council are hoping that Highways 

will reclassify it and sign it as a     

bridleway but in the meanwhile there 

is no reason not to use it. 
     From the top of Bardyke Bank at 

Lode Farm cross the road and turn 

right behind the hedge.  You will see 

the grass track in front of you, it is 

easy to see where it goes and is   

passable along its length to the junc-

tion with Chalk Road at the end. 

  
     Many thanks to Mr Morton of 

Lode Farm who kindly visited the 

Parish Council meeting in September 

to bring this track to our attention 

and make the suggestion of its use as 

a bridleway and thanks to the        

landowners who have left it unob-

structed. 
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Tuesday    4.00pm ï 9.00pm 

 

Wednesday    4.00pm ï 9.00pm 

 

Thursday    4.00pm ï 9.00pm 

 

Friday  11.00am ï 1.30pm 

                      4.00pm ï 9.00pm 

 

Saturday  11.00am ï 1.30pm        

   4.00pm ï 9.00pm 

 

10% Discount given on ALL telephone 
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Dear Mrs Lester, 
 I may be able to add a little on the subject of Upwellõs stone masons featured in the Parish Councilõs Newsletter 

for Autumn.  I remember being sent by my father on errands to Tommy Hinesõ shop to buy hardware items in the years 

1938-45; the premises were very impressive ð tall and stone built, and with the characteristic smell of a seed and     

hardware shop.  Many young boys of that time were sent by their practical-joking fathers to buy òwire-netting seedó.  Mr 

Hines joined in the joke, and sent the boys back to their fathers to tell them that he had just sold out! 
 His premises may well have been of great antiquity ð Dr A.H.V. de Montgomery describes them as òa solid old 

building of dressed grey stone with a bricked-in Early English doorway flanked by broken pilastersó and believes that it 

might well have formed the hermitage of St Christopher, to which ancient archives refer; since an actual patent for the 

establishment of such a cell was granted in 1349. St Christopher, patron saint of travellers, was renowned for carrying 

people across rivers, and in the Fenland, where floods and rivers were widespread, waterside cells became numerous in 

which hermits would pray, and help travellers across rivers at crossing points. 
 The old building survived into the 1950s when it was demolished to make way for a buildersõ workshop and 

yard. Mr Hines had retired by then, but I remember that around 1950 a stone cross blew down from the roof of the 

Church and Mr Hines offered to carve  another ð 

which he did, as a close replica of the original ð a 

lasting memento to a skilled man. 
 The other mason, Billy Gray, I knew as a 

fellow-member of the Menõs Institute, which had 

its premises in an old thatched building in St   

Peterõs Road, across the river from the          

paper shop.  He was a regular card play and a 

snooker player there around 1950.  I think he too 

was retired by this time, but lived in a house near 

the south-east boundary of the playing field, with 

an access to Stonehouse Road.  He had a     

workshop there, and I remember seeing exam-

ples of his work in its windows. 

 

I hope you will find this of some interest.  

 

Yours, Keith Bradley A painting, kindly supplied by Mrs Byton,  showing the location of Tom Hinesõs shop on Town 

Street. The painting is dated 1909. 
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Thanks to Ros Shorting for passing this on to me.  I believe it originated in America but as Dr Clarke points out 

in his footnote, the advice is valid. 
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 S   Ask  the individual to SMILE.  

 T  Ask  the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE  Coherently ñ

      for example òIt is sunny outside  today.ó 

 R   Ask  him or her to RAISE BOTH  ARMS.  

If  he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these  tasks, call emergency number immediately  and describe the      

symptoms to the  dispatcher.  
 

Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask the  person to 'stick' out his tongue. If the tongue is 'crooked', if it goes to one 

side or the  other,   that is  also an indication of a  stroke.  
 

A  neurologist says that if he can get to a stroke  victim within 3 hours he can totally reverse the  effects of a 

stroke...totally. He said  the trick was getting a stroke recognized,  diagnosed, and then getting the patient  medically 

cared for within 3 hours, which is  tough.  

 

DR EAMONN CLARKE  COMMENTS :   
The basic principles are correct. The management of stroke has changed quite drastically in the last few years due to 

the success of clot busting drugs. As this message says the key is getting people with suspected strokes to hospital  

within 3 hours of onset to give them a chance of getting a scan and the injection. So people with any suspicion of a 

stroke should go straight to A&E and "not pass go, not collect... etc" We are now advising patients to do this or to call 

the paramedics if they can't get there themselves. The paramedics have had similar training about the need for speed in 

stroke cases. The only qualifier I would add is that this doesn't apply to all strokes. So: 

¶ not all people with strokes will have the signs described 

¶ not all people with those signs are having a stroke 
¶ not all stroke patients will benefit from the injection (in fact some would get worse which just shows us          

complicated it can get) 

¶  

However, the general advice is good. 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. 

The stroke victim may suffer severe brain damage when people nearby fail to recognize the  symptoms of a stroke.  

Now doctors say a bystander can recognise a stroke by asking three simple questions:  

 

Large Sprung Dance Floor 

Wi-Fi Access 

Stage & Licensed Bar 

Well Equipped Kitchen 

Disabled Access & Facilities 

Newly Modernised 
Weddings/Dances etc 150 capacity seated 

with tables 

Meetings/Shows etc 200 capacity seated 

Three Holes Village Hall 

For more information, rates and bookings, please contact 

Eddie or Carol Manning on 01945 773961 

Something different 

every day! 
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profit of £105 was made, with a 

meal was provided by the 5 Bells 

and dancing to Topnotch. 

 
Our 2012 Calendar is on sale at J D 

Spikings, Upwell Post Office, or 

contact Ros 01945 773604 @ £5.00 

each -  depicting old photographs of 

Upwell when the main road was all 

Town Street, and The Old Dukes 

Head was on School Road. 

 

2012 Dates: 

February 11th Valentines Dance. 

April 7th Pony Show/Easter Raffle 

May 26th  Dog Show TBC 
June 4th KLWNBC 1948 - Olympic 

Torch and Sports Taster sessions 

June23rd Pony Show TBC 

July 
August 4th Football Tournament 

TBC 

August 5th Summer Fayre TBC 

August 25th Pony Show 

October 27th Pumpkin Ball  

 

 

 
As regards the event June 4th 

KLWNBC 1948 Olympic Torch and 

Sports Taster session we need four 

runners over the age of 14years to 

run with the torch on the Tuesday 

morning from Upwell to Friday-

bridge. The torch will arrive in 

Upwell ð Playing Field  on Monday 

approximately 4.30pm with the ses-

sions of taster sports such as Ar-

chery, Kwik cricket, Rounders, 

Green Bowls, Short Tennis and 

Indoor bowls taking place earlier in 

the afternoon. 

 

Good Work At Reasonable 
Rates  

No Job Too Small  

Tel: 01945 583381  
34 Clarence Road - Wisbech  
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/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Ŧƻƻǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƻƳŜ τCƭŜȄƛōƭŜ 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ  - 

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǝǎƘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
Cƻƻǘ IŜŀƭǘƘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 

Hayley Carter MCFHP  MAFHP 

01945 773391 

Tel: 01945 870860 or 07795 98068  

Email: info@hayleycarter.com  

Web: www.hayleycarter.com  

Should you wish to report any 

damage to equipment on the Play-

ing Field or suggest an event, 

please contact Ros Shorting     

Secretary 01945 773604, Mobile 

07765045377 or Christine Aston 

Chair ð 01945 774060, or if you 

actually witness anything please 

report to the police immediately 

using 101. This can be done anon-

ymously. 

 
At this time of year I try and 

remember everyone who has 

helped Upwell Playing Field 

Committee: Keith Harrison, 

Glenn Boyce, Balloon Print, 

Kevley Market ing Ltd,      

Claudia and Malcolm Starr, 

Robinsonõs Transport, J W 

Brighty, Gerald Harnwell, Ha-

zel Medlock, Helena Knight 

Norfolk and Suffolk Probation 

Trust Kings Lynn and to       

everyone who sponsored the 

Upwell Calendar.  Many thanks to 

all the committee members who 

have organised events for you and 

your family. 

 
é..and to you for your continued 

support. 

 

 

By now most of you will hopefully 

have noticed that the wooden pavil-

ion has disappeared. Work started 

on the 1st and 2nd of December, 

with UK Power Networks Ltd and, 

as of 5th December, Simon Pope 

Groundworkõs demolished it. On 

the 6th December the groundwork 

began, as previously requested. 

Please be aware of plant machinery, 

lorries etc., when entering the car 

park. All regular users of Upwell 

Hall are requested to open the 

large car parking area. 

 
As regards funding we are in re-

ceipt of £10,000 awarded from 

Norfolk Community Foundation -  

every little helps! We are still wait-

ing on the Lottery, but all avenues 

of funding are being explored from 

the sporting side to the social and 

community. With money already 

received it is hoped to get the 

building built and secure.   

 
EVENTS : By the time you read 

this article our Christmas raffle will 

have been drawn at the 5 Bells on 

16th December. 

 
Last quarter we reported that our 

Pumpkin Ball was being held on the 

29th October. It was, and a small 



A Referendum on AV 
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In the last newsletter the demise of the tram depot and its replacement by Townley Close was recalled, largely 

through the evidence of a project conducted by the then Upwell Women`s Institute. This much -praised project was 

written to celebrate the diamond anniversary of the Isle of Ely Federation of Women`s Institutes. At its conclusion, 

the project noted the arrival of the Upwell Health Centre, built on a substantial section of the old depot. The detail 

written at the time, -some 34 years ago ð makes interesting reading now, as does the first official printed information 

card published by the Health Centre management at the time. We do not have the names of the individual            

contributors to each part of the written project, but one of the members summarised the transformation of the tram 

depot to a residential area plus Health Centre as follows:  

 
With the demise of the tramway the track was eventually removed, some resurfaced with a road. A strip at Small 

Lode had been acquired by Upwell County Secondary School and incorporated into their playing field. 

The Tram Yard, an area of about 8 acres was sold by British Rail to marshland Rural District Council in 1970 to 

make way for a housing estate consisting of 18 old peoples` bungalows and 8 flats for the general public. In the 

year 1975 it was proposed as a suitable site for a health centre for Upwell and surrounding villages, and, after a lot 

of discussion, it was bought by the Area Health Authority from the West Norfolk District Council. 

The Health Centre was opened in the year 1977, and a small plot of land opposite the Centre was acquired for fur-

ther amenities for a minimal rent per annum. Until it was officially named Townley Close, the road way was 

known as The Old Tram Site. The Health Centre was welcomed by all, although some thought it was a long way 

from the centre of the village. All the doctors had previously held their surgery in part of Dr. Barraclough`s premis-

es in the Crescent. Apart from the obvious benefits, there is a large car park which saves a good may parking head-

aches. The building itself is spacious with its own dispensary, and the Centre serves an area of some 6000 patients. 

Although I`m sure there are many who regret the passing of the tram, it was a fascinating form of transport, espe-

cially for a village such as ours. 

If there had to be a change, we could find no better a substitute for the tram station than a splendid new health cen-

tre. An intriguing thought would be if we could have had the best of both worlds and have been able to hop on a  

tram to get to our new health Centre! 

We reproduce here the both sides of the original information card issued by the Centre when it opened:  

Clearly the health teams at the Centre have completely changed over the years, and the programme of services it 

offers has expanded considerably.. Since the Centre publishes  both a very useful booklet describing these services, 

and listing the personnel, together with a very well organised web site, we make no attempt to enlarge on the       

present situation. (The web address is www.upwellhealthcentre.nhs.uk).                                          Continued over... 
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é.Continued from previous page  
This article is simply meant to report the changes that occurred in the 1970`s and the views and feelings of those who 

witnessed the changes. There are of course many of Upwell`s inhabitants who will remember these changes for them-

selves, but for our younger generations and for all those who have been glad to move into the village, this account 

should give some idea of the events as they occurred. 

 
For the record the following is a list of those who contributed to the W.I. Project, together with a photograph of 

some of the members at the time: Ivy Bradley, Harriet Bridgefoot, Joan Clingo, Hilda Goodley, Dora Hill, Connie Judd, 

Pat Judd, Hazel Medlock, Susan Mott, Florence Parker, Lucy Parrish, Ivy Russell, Daisy Russell, Pam Russell, Annette 

Scott, May Williams, Phyllis Watson. 

 

This is the number to call when you want to    

contact the police and it is less urgent than a 999 

call. 


